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Today’s Gospel: Today’s Gospel describes the presentation of the child Jesus in the Temple and shows Joseph and Mary as 
devout Jews, following the prescriptions of the Law of Moses.  The Gospel alludes to several aspects of the Law of Moses: 
circumcision, the dedication of the firstborn son to the Lord, and the purification of a woman after childbirth.  According to the 
Law of Moses as presented in the Book of Leviticus, a woman was considered ritually unclean during her menstrual period 
and for a prescribed period following the birth of a child – for 40 days after the birth of a son and for 80 days after the birth of 
a daughter.  To be restored to ritual purity, a Jewish woman performed the appropriate rites of purification and made the 
prescribed ritual offering.  Today’s Gospel notes that Jesus was circumcised on the eighth day after his birth, in accordance 
with the Mosaic Law.  At that time, he was called Jesus, the name he was given by the angel Gabriel.  On the 40th day after 
Jesus’ birth, Mary performed the appropriate purification rites and made her offering at the Temple.  Although the Law of Moses 
required an offering of a lamb, those who could not afford a lamb could substitute two turtledoves or two pigeons.  In this 
scene, Luke identifies Joseph and Mary as being poor, and indeed throughout Luke’s Gospel, Jesus will show special concern 
for the poor.  Another Jewish rite referenced in this Gospel is the dedication of the firstborn son to the Lord.  In remembrance 
of the feast of Passover, when the firstborn children of the Israelites in Egypt were saved from death, the Law of Moses 
prescribed that all firstborn males of Israel should be consecrated to the Lord.  In this tradition, Mary and Joseph present the 
infant Jesus in the Temple in Jerusalem where, Luke reports, Mary and Joseph encounter two devout Jews, Simeon and Anna, 
who recognise the infant Jesus as the fulfilment of Israel’s hope for redemption.  In Simeon’s words we find a prediction of 
Mary’s witnessing of Jesus’ death on the cross. 

Parish 150 Club: The December prize draw of the parish 150 Club will be made this Sunday, 31st December, in the Garden 
Room after 10:00 Mass.  There is plenty of room for new subscribers – why not sign up today?  Membership forms 
are available at the back of the church, or on-line – scan the QR code.  Come in after Mass and join us for tea and 
coffee, and your numbers can go straight into the draw! 
Christmas Post:  Please check the letter rack in the porch before you leave church and take any cards addressed to you as, 
in previous years, we have sadly had to dispose of several cards that were never collected by the intended recipients. 

Diocesan Year Book: The Diocesan Year Book 2024 has now been published, and copies are available in the church 
porch priced at £3 per copy.  A digital copy of the Year Book is also available on the parish web site, from where it 
can be downloaded or referred to as required.  To find the Yearbook on line, simply scan the QR code. 

The Sick of the Parish: We ask your prayers for Patrick Doran, Sheila Curry and all our brothers and sisters who are unwell, 
afflicted, housebound or distressed.   

Lord, comfort and relieve them according to their needs, and grant them the love and consolation of your Spirit.  Amen. 

Our Own Dear Departed:  Of your charity, pray for the repose of the souls of the faithful departed and especially for Casilda 
Janssen (1973), Edith Brame (1999), Dorothy Harris (1970), Andrew Kervin (1975), Michael Carroll (1993), William 
McCormack (2000), Stephen Spooner (1962), Leslie Payne (2001), Nora Heffernan (2012), Richard Miller (1962), Catherine 
Barrett (1973), William King (2001), Joseph Galloway, Joseph Thompson (1959) and Jaqueline Farland (2023) whose 
anniversaries occur about this time. 

May their souls, and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen. 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph -31st December 2023: Sunday Readings: Liturgical Year B 
Services during the coming week – Weekdays of Christmas, Year II 

Saturday 30th 
December 

5:30 pm  Confessions  
6:00 pm  Vigil Mass of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph, offered for the people of the parish.  

Reader: R Cork, Offertory: Cork Family 
Sunday 31st 
December 

8:00 am  Holy Mass, offered for the Vieira Family.  Reader: J Cleary, Offertory: Moore Family Eucharistic 
Minister: E Cleary 

10:00 am  Holy Mass offered for the repose of the soul of V J Joseph RIP.  Reader: A James, Offertory: M 
Geisel/M Mayhew, Eucharistic Minister: M Geisel 

Please join us for tea and coffee in the Garden Room after 10:00 Mass, prepared & served by Molly & Rosemary 
Monday 1st 

January 
 Mary The Holy Mother of God 
10:00 am  Holy Mass offered for the repose of the soul of Fr Martin Orme RIP 

Tuesday 2nd 
January 

 Saints Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen 
No Mass  Today 

Wednesday 3rd 
January 

 Christmas Feria 
12 noon  Holy Mass offered for the repose of the soul of Lucy Mathew RIP 

Thursday 4th 
January 

 Christmas Feria 
10:00 am  Holy Mass offered for the repose of the soul of Albertina Vieira 

Friday 5th 
January 

 Christmas Feria 
10:00 am  Holy Mass, offered for the repose of the soul of Mathew Joseph RIP followed by Exposition and a 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
Saturday 6th 

January 
5:30 pm  Confessions 
6:00 pm  Vigil Mass of the Epiphany of the Lord, offered for the people of the parish. 
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